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During my Masonic career, | have frequently been asked, "Now that | have been
Raised to the Third Degree, what step should | take next?” Some are advised to
take the Mark Degree, which is an advancement of the Second Degree, and oft'ers
advise the completion of the Third Degree by seeking to be Exalted into the'Royai
Arch. (Now a separate degree)

| am also frequently asked, "Where do you get to know about the:s, #ini: other
degrees, so that | know what will suit me?"

These questions have prompted me to put together a few notes and try to give o
answer to them, to help those who wish to know.

When we look into Masonry before the Union of the tvo Grund Lod;es, e
Premier Grand Lodge dating from 1717, and the Athol Grand Lodge deting from
1751, Masonry was growing to maturity as we know *“‘oday, but it was not yet
stabilized. It had emerged from the days of Operative Lodges ¢f s*onemasons,
usually engaged in Cathedral buildings, through tho.ii'sty perioc o1 the 1600's, of
which we know so little, into the 1700's when mcny ion-craft Jeyrees of all sorts
grew up, many in France, among them, the nar-Operative or Sreculative Masons.
These degrees were often conferred quite casuaily in ordr.an; Craft Lodges, some
very Masonic, but others, in character we e tuie spurio ts:

The second of the Articles of the I ii'on.of the two Grand Lodges in 1813 stated
"Pure Masonry consists of three d=2g-2e% and i niors, viz: EA, F.C, and MMM,
including the Supreme Order of Tixe Holy Rc 'a'.\reh” - the statement did not finish
there, it continued - "This Articio is not intende to prevent any Lodge or Chapter
from holding a meeting in ai'y ¢f the Deric=s of Order of Chivalry, according to the
Constitutions of the sail.Craeis." Followin this statement, the spurious degrees
and some others dieu.out, out the i 3mainder formed their own organizations with

their own headquarters and grew v, swongly and happily alongside the Craft, from

which their membeship was, and ic «till drawn.

Having givan « brief outlin? of the early beginnings of Masonry, as we know it
today, it is o Logrees in the Unglish Constitution which now flourish, to which this
paper refar.. ! particu'z-ly refer to the English Constitution as they do differ in some
respec*s to the Scottish and Irish Constitution.

Th=sc degrees comprise of some six Old Testament and seven New Testament
Crdeic. eack wi h it own group of degrees, and are variously know as the "Further
2 kigher” degi~ex. ey

The plen fappended to this paper) shows these Orders, the routes and
qualifications necessary to reach them. The first separation of the degrees came
when the Grand Lodge in order to develop Masonry Universal, de-Christianized their
ceremonies by removing all references of the New Testament from the Craft and
Royal Arch, although attempts had begun a century earlier. The Christian element
was retained by several other degrees. It will be remembered that all Masonic
degrees use Biblical narratives to illustrate their teachings, and presented as
allegories.

The Craft is shown in the dominant position at the top of the chart, and rightly so, as
this is the source, and all other degrees stem from that, whether of the Old or New



Testament, and each of the Orders are shown separately, with the degrees
conferred, with the titles of Masters, and members. An important point fo realize is
that these Orders collectively have no seniority, except within the Order itself, and
the rank of its members is only within that Order. What must be recognized is that in
some, it is necessary to be a membsr of a 'Parent’ Order, i.e. if you refer to the graph
it shows the qualification to become a member of Knights Templar, one must first
have been Exalted into Royal Arch Masonry, then into the Knight Templar Degree.

And now | will endeavor to explain some of the degreee, giving some..o1 thuir
history.

The Craft, we are all conversant with, having its origin in the Old r'=si.ament, with
King Solomon's Temple from which its teachings are drawn. King Solon.on built and
dedicated the Temple in Jerusalem some 1000 years B.C. abou £J0 years-afier the
 Exodus of the Children of Israel from Egypt, when the firct Taberacle viex erected
and dedicated in the desert of Sinai. The Temple at Jerusz'en: was used for some
400 years during which time Nebuchadnezzar King of 2<byian captur it. Again the
Children of Israel were taken captive, and the Temrie destroyed. /7hout a century
later, the King of Persia, having conquered Bahyion, .eleased ti.= Israelites who
were then allowed to return to their native courtry, and re-build tho temple, and it is
this period of time to which the Royal Arch reies.’ Entry t, v.e Royal Arch is dlrect
from the Craft, after being ralsed to the Thira Degree -

Chronologlcally the Mark Degres: r,ffe s to the tin.=2 ‘of the building of the first
Temple by King Solomon, when th< tiiabars were: drocynt by boat from the forests of
" Lebanon, and the stone was quaied and s.'=p<d vefore being transported to the
site for the erection of the Temo.». Entry‘o the 1 4ark Degree is direct from the Craft,
and is often considered t¢ b 2 th:: completio of the Second Degree. ;

- The Cryptic Deg."*e, and the rllieu Degrees bridge the long historical gap
between the Third Degree of the 'C.aft and the Royal Arch and its teachings give a
much better appruciation of the R~al Arch Degree. You will observe to reach the
Cryptic and Alliel! Degrees; \he quallt‘ eatlon is to be a member of both the Royal
Arch and the Mark Degrer.s

From “the dark Degr.e can also be reached the Royal Ark Mariners Degree,
which uses the sto: / of Noah for its teachings. ; ,

Separateiy. 4 reached direct from the Craft Third Degree, is the order of Secret
Jwonitor, wrhich ells the story of the deep friendship of David and Jonathan, and the
essence ot (*us degree is caring for friends.

From the Mark and Royal Arch Degree can be reached the Operatives Degree
the full title being, The Worshipful Society of Free Masons, Rough Masons, Slaters,
Paviors, Plasterers and Bricklayers. Their ceremonies are based on Operative
- Masonry, before the advent of Speculative Masonry.

A pre-requisite for all members being admitted to the Christian degrees is a belief
in the Holy Trinity.



Of the New Testament Degrees, or degrees of Chivairy, perhaps the most
popular is the Ancient and Accepted Rite, otherwise referred to as Rose Croix, which
is attainable direct from the Craft. This Order was developed in France in the 1700's
from the French Rite of Perfection. This Order has 33 degrees, corresponding with
the years of the life of Christ. The degrees are mainly conferred by name only, but
the 18th degree is essentially Christian in characler and is the degree into which ita
members are Perfected into the Order. The candidate is invited to becomz™a
member and he must be a Master Mason of at least one year standing.

The Knights Templar and Knights of Malta teach the Christian life in acticii and
carry on the traditions of the Medieval order, with which they have hovever, no
other connection. From the Knights Templar may be attained, St Thowac-0f Acon
founded by William dean of St Paul's who buried the dead after v *all of Acre/in
1191AD and formed the Order at Acre with the express purpose of buwying the c~ad
and raising monies to redeem ransomed captives captured by .he Saracens, T.e
Order was so successful that William was able to build a chrtrel. 2iid chuichyard that
he dedicated to St Thomas a Becket. Scottish Masters of Tt ~ndrew, Perfect Master
of St Andrew, Squire Novice and Knight Beneficent ¢ ine\Holy City.forms the order
referred to as CBCS is seldom spoken of in Masonic ciicles in Erg and.but is active
in Europe. Those who are Installed or Past Masters'in the Crafi carn also enter the
order of Holy Royal Arch Knight Templar Priests.  Access to. the Knights Templar is
via the Royal Arch, as also is the Order of Reu Cross of Conctantine, he being the
first Christian Roman Emperor, it gives a Chrisuan interarotation of the Craft and the
Royal Arch.

The Royal Order of Scotland, the Crard Lodge o1 which is in Scotland, begins in
the Old Testament, and continues t.sough to te se~und Temple, and into the New
Testament of the life and daxth of Chisi... The qualification for this varies
considerably throughout the cuuintry. I Scotiand it requires that the candidate must
be a Master Mason of &* l:asi 5 years sianding, in this area he must be an Installed
Master or Past Master.in the Craft. _In other parts of the country the qualification is
that he must have attaneu the 30th degeee in the Ancient and Accepted Rite.

The Societas Rosiciuciana /i \nglia is open only to Freemasons, but it is of a
very different nature. It is a philcsrphical society and discussions are both Masonic
and non-Musoni=, and cover s many aspects such as Nature and the Elements.

The O:ler of Eri is zn ur'er whose members are drawn from the fifth or higher
grades o’ the: Societa= Rkosicruciana in Anglia.

Ir additicr to the 'ast two, is the Baldwyn Rite, consisting of seven degrees (Old
an! i'ew Testai.ent), a very old Order and still exists in Bristol, it is closely
wnoected ‘with ‘the Knights Templar and the Ancient and Accepted Rite.
Qual ficatioi: foothis Order is strictly by invitation and the candidate must have been
vrevioudly exulited in a Bristol Chapter of the Royal Arch, and to have been in
possessio.of the Templar grade in the Rose Croix (Bristol working).

Lastly there is the August Order of Light, founded as late as 1902 by members of
the Rosicrucian Society in Bradford, and now meet in Wakefield and London. Its
ritual is Oriental and teaches a spiritual outiook on life.

In conclusion | trust this talk has given sufficient interest to stimulate a ‘daily
advancement in Masonic knowledge’. Thank you for your kind attention.



